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Reflection from Susan 

As Mary became larger. 
As Joseph kept his promise. 

What was God doing? 
 

As Herod wielded power 
As Magi looked to stars 
What was God doing? 

 
As Shepherds went to work 

As innkeepers kept their rooms 
What was God doing? 

 
As angels sang “Peace on earth” 

“Good will to all people” 
What was God doing? 

 
As Christmas comes 

This time of year 
What is God doing? 

 
As trees are decorated 

As food is bought in for the feast 
What is God doing? 

 
As we travel through Advent to the stable 

To see the blessed child 
What is God doing? 

 
In the life of that child 

In our lives 
In the life of the world? 

 

 

 



September Tuesday Club 

The first meeting of the Tuesday Club welcomed a visitor of real star quality in the form of 

Queenie, Phil Dobson’s golden labrador Guide Dog. No other guest is going to equal that level of 

applause! 

 Mrs Dobson gave a brief introduction on the origin of the Guide Dog charity in the UK in 1931, its 

selective breeding programme and puppy training. The average cost of a Guide Dog throughout its 

life is £56,000. 

 She explained how a volunteer-led programme includes exposing puppies to the variety of social 

experiences that the future blind owner may face. Around the age of eighteen months potential 

guide dogs have to pass a rigorous test. There is a long waiting list among sighted people for any 

“failures” because of the obedience level and close human relationship achieved by that time. 

Phil described how, over the past five years, he had lost his sight; and proceeded to give a graphic 

but sure-footed demonstration  of his reliance on the special long stick and, of course, Queenie. 

The ball on the end of the stick alerts him to obstacles, but also identifies helpful indicators on 

pavement or walkway. 

Queenie, who had been lying quietly, then came on stage.  First, in harness, she responded 

instantly to Phil’s oral commands –“left, right, straight on”, etc. Then, having been told of the 

change in communication, her whole attention was intensely focussed on hand movements with 

equal effect. But listing these forms of instruction falls far short in describing the close and 

constant relationship between man and dog 

At one point Phil dropped the harness, pointing out that if we ever saw this in reality it was likely to 

be a deliberate sign that help was needed. 

Whilst Queenie obviously enjoyed her work, and occasional rewards from Phil’s pocket, she made 

the most of “play time” by getting to know the audience off stage. 

Phil invited questions, but with a caution appropriate to the occasion, “Don’t put your hands up”.  

You can help Guide Dogs in various ways, including sponsoring a puppy. Information is available 

at 0870 600 2323 or online www.guidedogs.org.uk 

In distributing the new Syllabus, Rena Sutherland drew particular attention to the October 30th 

session with the Inverness Street Pastors. They particularly welcome gloves and hats, so please 

get the needles clicking!   

M.M.G. 

 

 
A country parson, strolling through the village one summer evening, paused to admire a 
parishioner’s garden and to remark sententiously that it was a happy illustration of what might be 
achieved when God and man worked together.  
The parishioner puffed at his pipe: then, ‘Mebbe, sir, but you should have seen what ‘n was like 
when I came here, after God had had’n all to himself for three years’.  
 
R.P. 
 

http://www.guidedogs.org.uk/


Walking Group  
 
The Killearnan Walking Group was formed in October and meet on 
the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month. We gather in the church car 
park around 1pm and head off for a 3-4 mile leisurely walk. On 
returning, we come back to the church hall for a cup of tea and ‘a 
blether’, (although we ‘blether’ all the time as we walk!!). 
 

We have walked through Redcastle estate, looked at old Munlochy, gone along the old Black Isle 
railway line from Muir of Ord and explored the croft lands north of Tore taking in the eastern edges 
of Killearnan parish. 
 
There have been between 6 and 10 people on each walk and anyone is welcome to join us, 
whether or not they have a church connection and you don’t have to be ‘super-fit’! 
 
The final walk for this year is on 13th December and as a "one-off" we are meeting in the centre of 
Avoch at 1p.m. After walking, the plan is to have tea at a local café.  
 
Walks will re-commence on the 10th January, starting at the church at 1 p.m. and the group would 
be delighted if you came along to join them. 
 
J.T. 
 
 
 

Curry Night 

 

Our annual Curry Night in support of Dr Graham’s Homes and 

our sponsored young person Zennia was held on Friday 26th 

October. 

This year we had thirty-six people enjoying a sociable, happy 

evening and it was particularly encouraging to see several new 

faces in the company. We had the choice of four different 

curries with a variety of accompanying side dishes and a 

delicious Cottage Pie for our ‘non curry’ lovers!  

After coffee and sweet nibbles we were entertained by Chris Jones’s quiz about India and 

although described as easy, that was definitely not the case! Our winning table however did very 

well and celebrated with a chocolate orange each as their trophy!! 

The evening ended with a raffle and the total sum raised for the whole event was £355. Sincere 

thanks to all who helped make such a successful and enjoyable evening. 

Jane Jones 

 

 

 



 

October Tuesday Club 

Mr Ross Tiffin of Inverness Street Pastors 

 Inverness Street Pastors are the trained volunteers from city churches who go boldly forth, mainly 

during weekend night times, to assist the massed revellers, some of whom will have celebrated 

none too wisely. 

Mr Ross Tiffin gave a very clear and comprehensive description of the operation, aided by a 

Salvation Army Video that showed well-known Inverness city centre streets sullied by less familiar 

incidents. 

 Pastors work in cooperation with police but are more likely to be approached for help, and easily 

recognised by their blue uniforms with large “Street Pastor” insignia.  

All Pastors are trained to Listen in a non-judgemental way; and give practical Care by handing out 

blankets, food & hot drink, flip-flops for foot protection, etc.  

Further Help includes such things as First Aid, assistance in getting home and clearing dangerous 

glass. Considerable finesse is required in dealing with potentially aggressive situations. Apparently 

the humble lollipop is an excellent means of restricting verbal abuse.  

 Statistics for 2017 included the following astonishing totals: 1439 volunteer hours; 553 flip flops 

handed out; 538 food and hot drinks; 111 fleece blankets; and 96 referrals for further assistance. 

And let’s not forget 2155 lollipops! 

It is of course impossible to begin to quantify the overall community benefit of this voluntary social 

service. But it must surely play a very significant part in improved police statistics for the eight 

years of the pastors’ operation. The crime reductions are 23% in theft; 55% in breach of the 

peace; and a massive 89% in vandalism. 

Mr Tiffin’s presentation was a moving illustration of the church in action on the streets, living out 

the faith. Pastors rely not just on the volunteers but depend on donations for purchase of essential 

equipment, including warm clothing for those cold winter nights on patrol. No doubt the 

approaching festive season will markedly add to their various needs. 

If you feel that you would like to know more, or consider any form of support, the contact is the 

Inverness Street Pastors Coordinator, Mr Mark Hadfield, telephone 07761293108. The e mail 

address is inverness@streetpastors.org.uk. 

Incidentally, Mr Tiffin has a Killearnan Church connection. Some of you will remember his aunt, 

the late Jean Tiffin. 

This was a well-attended meeting; and again our thanks are due to Rena and Elspeth for bringing 

to our attention important community matters that are so often overlooked. 

M.M.G. 

 

 

mailto:inverness@streetpastors.org.uk


 

 

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 

 

A happy morning was spent in the Church Hall on 

Saturday, 27th October packing shoeboxes for 

Blythswood.  

The boxes have been delivered, only 30 this year, but 

a huge quantity of other items was also passed on to 

Blythswood, more than enough to make up or add to 

other boxes.  

Our crocheted blankets from Wilma in Tiree were 

gratefully received and will head out immediately for 

families with babies.  

Many thanks to all in the congregation who donated 

items, time and money. Special thanks to Jean Jesson 

for her delicious  cakes which kept us fuelled and very 

happy.  N.M. 

 
 
Free Will Offering Envelopes & Gift Aid 
 
The FWO’s for 2019 will shortly be issued to those members of the congregation who currently 
use them. They are designed to help people set aside their offering on a weekly basis and remind 
them to give for any week they can’t get to Church. They can also be used to give through the Gift 
Aid scheme. 
 
Our giving helps to provide parish ministry throughout Scotland, including our own Minister; it 
helps to maintain and develop our buildings for the life and service of our congregation; it helps 
beyond our community in the national and global work of the Church of Scotland. 
 
If you would like to use these envelopes or want to know more about Gift Aid, please let me know.   
 
Sandra Riach 
 
 

 
A one pound note met a twenty pound note in the cash register of a local grocery store. “Hey, 
where have you been? I haven’t seen you around here much.” 
 
The twenty answered, “I’ve been hanging out at the casinos, went on a cruise ship and did the 
rounds for a few weeks. I just got back to the UK recently, went to a couple of football matches, 
round shopping centres, that kind of stuff. How about you?” 
 
The one pound note said, “you know, same old stuff – church, church, church ….” 
 

 



National World Day of Prayer 

 

This year the General Assembly issued a call to the Church of Scotland to come together in 

prayer, and this call Together We Pray is a national initiative to support the Church in responding 

to that call to prayer. The intention is that people will join together in praying for each other, our 

communities and for the future of the Church of Scotland within the changing spiritual, political and 

cultural landscapes of Scotland and beyond. 

 

With that in mind Killearnan Parish Church opened its doors to the National Day of Prayer on 

Saturday 3rd November 2018 from 10am - 3pm inviting everyone to come along and join in prayer. 

 

We didn’t have a big attendance but the folk that did come along all commented on how warm, 

cosy and inviting the church was. They also said how peaceful and quiet it was inside and the 

surroundings outside.  

The hall was open too for anyone who fancied a quiet cuppa. 

 

Susan, our minister, set up prayer stations around the church to help people pray and reflect. Here 

is a sample of these thoughts for prayer which were in and around the church for us to include in 

our prayers if we wished: 

 

This cross was made in Bethlehem. (Small cross on the altar table) 
Bethlehem, where Jesus was born. 
Being a cross, it is a reminder of the crucifixion. 
So, in holding this cross, remember the birth, the life, the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 
Remember God's love for the world in that act. 
 
Remember your calling to follow Christ. 

 

Thank you, Susan. Hopefully we can repeat this event next year. 
 
 
Christmas Fayre 
 
The annual Christmas Fayre was held on 17th November and was one of the most successful, 
raising in excess of £1400.  
 
The organisers would like to thank everyone who donated to the hampers, provided baking for the 
teas and sales table and produced such a wonderful display of Christmas decorations, wreaths 
and crafts. 
Also grateful thanks to everyone who came along with family and friends to support a very lively 
morning in our church hall.  
 
 

Childrens’ letters to Santa 
Dear Santa, 
You don’t have to give me anything for Christmas, just leave something for all the other days. 
Love George. 
 
Dear Santa 
I want one of everything you got! 
Morris. 



 
THE WORD PARTY 
By Richard Edwards 
 
Loving words clutch crimson roses, 
Rude words sniff and pick their noses. 
Sly words come dressed as foxes, 
Short words stand on cardboard boxes. 
Common words tell jokes and gabble, 
Complicated words play Scrabble. 
Swear words stamp around and shout, 
Hard words stare each other out. 
Foreign words look lost and shrug, 
Careless words trip on the rug. 
Long words slouch with sloping shoulders, 
Code words carry secret folders. 
Silly words flick rubber bands, 
Hyphenated words hold hands. 
Strong words show off, bending metal, 
Sweet words call each other “Petal”. 
Small words yawn and suck their thumbs, 
Till at last the morning comes. 
Kind words give out farewell posies, 
Snap!   The dictionary closes. 

 
(Submitted by Jean Jesson, Munlochy) 

 

 
 
 

                                         

 
 
 

…. and finally - “What she wants for Christmas” 
 
A little girl was in the kitchen watching her mother busily preparing for the following day’s 
Christmas dinner. She asked “Mum, can I please have a dog for Christmas?” Her mother replied 
“No, you’ll have turkey like the rest of us.” 
 

 

Next Issue  

Please send articles for the March 2019 issue of “Grapevine” to Sandra Riach (tel. 01997 466253 

or e mail sandra.riach1@btinternet.com) at any time, but no later than Sunday, 3rd March. 
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Christmas Services 

 

24
th
 December – Christmas Eve Service at 6.30pm in Killearnan Church 

24
th
 December – Watchnight Service at 11.30pm in Killearnan Church 

25
th
 December – Christmas Day Service at 11am in Killearnan Church 

30
th
 December – Joint Service at 11am in the North Kessock Village Hall 

 

All are welcome at these services and we would love to see you there. 

 

 

 
 

 

Wishing everyone a very merry Christmas and 

a peaceful New Year 
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