
The Grapevine

It's just over 18 months since I came to be minister of the parishes of 
Killearnan and Knockbain. I can barely believe it's been so long, as the 
time has flown past.

Of the many things I love about my calling as a parish minister is I am 
called to serve the whole of the two parishes, not just those who attend on
a Sunday or who are members of the congregations.

That's not a task one person can do, though I know there are opportunities
I have due to being 'the minister.' Among those are the regular contact I 
have with the three primary schools in the parishes and those times where
I am invited into people's homes and lives when major life events happen, 
especially in times of death. These are times when families are raw, 
hurting, vulnerable. Whenever I go into schools or homes, I go in the 
name of Christ who send me, praying that through my presence, those I 
meet will know Christ's presence in their lives.

But the work of a parish minister goes beyond the congregations and 
parishes. At my ordination and induction, I made vows. Among them was 
to promise to 'take my due part in the administration of the church.' This 
isn't just the congregations I am called to serve as parish minister – the 
congregations of Killearnan and Knockbain – but the work of the whole 
Church of Scotland.

Because I try to take the vows I have made seriously, this means I take 
my due part in Presbytery. This includes being part of a group who are 
organising the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, Rt Rev Dr Derek Browing's, visit to the presbytery in April next 
year – watch this space to hear more of how you can be involved in that. It
also means from 1 August, I have taken on the role of Interim Moderator 
for Lochbroom and Ullapool Church. Fortunately, they have a locum, so 
there shouldn't be too great a pull on my time, though I do intend to lead 
worship there every couple of months. On those occasions, you'll get a 
rest from me and someone else will fill the pulpit. They do say that a 
change is as good as a rest, don't they?

Ultimately, God has called me to minister to the parishes of Killearnan and
Knockbain with you. Together we can take the presence of God, through 
Christ Jesus our Lord into the wider community. Together we can love and 
serve the parishes. Together we can love and serve God.

Every blessing, Susan



KILLEARNAN TUESDAY CLUB

Killearnan Tuesday Club is an informal group that meets in the church hall 
on the last Tuesday of every month at 2 pm between September and 
March. We have a speaker each month, except in December, when we 
have our Christmas Lunch.
After the speaker, we have the usual tea and coffee and a good blether. 
We are a friendly bunch and would welcome anyone who would like to 
come along and join us. You do not have to be a member of Killearnan or 
Knockbain churches. 
The new session starts on 26th Sept with a talk from the Rev Sandy 
Sutherland entitled “Butterflies and Beasties”
On Tuesday 31st October, Rebecca Tenant will speak on the work of 
Crossreach.  ALL WELCOME.

Finance

Just when I thought I’d be able to settle down to just being a “bean 
counter” again, Anne asks me to become an author and tell you about the 
Church Finances – how boring you say, but it doesn’t have to be.  In the 
1970’s the RAF produced a monthly magazine called Air Clues and it was 
eagerly awaited by all aircrew – not to find out what garden parties the 
“chiefs” had been to but because, on the last page was an article written 
by a mythical character called Wg Cdr Spry, entitled “I learnt from this”, 
and it described actual aircraft accidents sent in anonymously – and there 
were some real howlers!  So, keep going with your Vet’s jokes!

Now for the boring bit: we are just about on course to balance the books 
against our budget for the first half of the year;

Income: Budget - £15,610   Actual - £14,345.  The shortfall comes in two 
areas – Open Plate £1,200 less than budget, and weddings £500 less 
than budget.  Susan does not have any more weddings booked, which 
reflects the modern trend.  So, let’s hope we can make it up in the Open 
Plate.

Expenditure:  Budget – £18,390  Actual - £17,660 this includes £1,500 
(our share) spent on the previous manse, and £1,100 on the recording 
equipment.  We are keeping our spending under control.  

Our half year report reads: satisfactory, but could do better!!

I’ve also been asked to detail the remit of the Finance Committee – even 
more boring! (Continued overleaf)



In short, our job is to produce a budget, and report to the Session on our 
progress through the year; to pay the Organist and Church Officer, and all 
bills promptly; to review hall rental rates and wedding fees annually; and to
propose, in November for Session approval,  a charity for the Christmas 
services retiral collection, and a charity for the congregation to support 
during the following year.

The members of the finance committee are: Bob Tilford, Beb Fraser, and 
Ron Gunstone – any other volunteers will be welcome.

Crossreach

CrossReach was launched in June 2005 and was previously known as
the Church of Scotland Board of Social Responsibility. The long tradition
of providing care and support started back in 1869, so we have a long
history in the field of social care.
We employ more than 2,000 staff  and we support  some of  the most
vulnerable  people  in  Scotland.  In  Inverness,  Cameron  House,
Beechwood House and Cale house are all supported by Crossreach and
do invaluable work with people in the community and in residential care
supporting them in a Christian environment.

We as a church have supported Crossreach for  many years through
some  fundraising  and  also  Christmas  cards/gift  sales  from  their
catalogue.  I  hope  to  have  these  soon  and  will  distribute  round  the
congregation when they come. This is a great opportunity to support the
work that they do and also get your Christmas shopping. 
Crossreach week this year is from 24-29th Sept. No doubt Susan will be
incorporating some information about this in her service.

CrossReach reports each year to the General Assembly and has the
following remit:

• To offer services in Christ's name to people in need as part of the
Church's mission

• To provide specialist  resources to further the caring work of the
Church

• To identify existing and emerging areas of need, guide the Church
in  pioneering  new  approaches  to  relevant  problems  and  make
responses on issues arising.


